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While we recuperate from our recent Fat Tuesday celebrations, we take a 
look back at the first time New Orleansô Mardi Gras was recorded on film. 
 

Up until 1898, only those people who could afford to travel, or those 
fortunate enough to live in New Orleans, could see and experience the 
pageantry.   Others were simply relegated to reading about the festivities 
in magazines and newspapers.   This would change, however, with the 
gaining popularity of ñmoving pictures.ò   (Continued on page 3) 
 
 

(Image of the 1898 Mardi Gras from Daily Picayune) 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS  

March 20-21, 2020 Cane River Film Festival 

March 21, 2020 Pontchartrain Film Presentation A Tuba to Cuba  

March 27-29, 2020  Easy International Film Fest ï New Orleans  

April 1, 2020 
New Orleans Comedy Film Festival (screening) ï New 
Orleans  

April 4, 2020 New Orleans Film Society Gala ï New Orleans  

April 17-19, 2020  Crescent City Film & Arts Festival  

May 15-16, 2020 Calcasieu Parish Short Film Festival  - Sulphur 

May 15-17, 2020 LA1 Film Fest ï Lockport  

Hollywood on the Bayouôs Louisiana in Film is an online publication 
dedicated to documenting and recording the stateôs film industry, 
chronicling Louisianaôs current status as a top feature and independent 
filmmaking location, and preserving the longstanding history of Louisiana 
in film.  All images copyright The Poole Collection unless otherwise noted.  

 
Editor/Writer ééééééééééééééééééééééé. Susan Poole 
Co-Editor/Writer ééééééééééééééééééééé  Ed Poole 

 
We would appreciate receiving comments and article ideas for future 
issues.  Please forward these to edp@HollywoodontheBayou.com  or visit 
our website HERE. 

Hollywood on the Bayou  

Gretna, Louisiana  
(504) 298 -5267  

edp@HollywoodOnTheBayou.com  

Copyright 2019 - Ed and Susan Poole 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE IN LIGHT OF THE CURRENT CORONAVIRUS 

mailto:edp@HollywoodontheBayou.com?subject=Louisiana%20in%20Film%20Pub
http://www.learnaboutmovieposters.com/newsite/Louisiana/default.html
https://www.facebook.com/Hollywood-on-the-Bayou-221257277900465/
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Image Louisiana Digital Library 

Early filmmakers recognized that the success of the new cinema would rest 
solely on creating interesting and informative films, and the popularity of 
the New Orleans Mardi Gras, and particularly the world - renowned Rex 

Parade, provided the perfect subject matter.   The Rex Procession has been 
the highlight of Mardi Gras day since the Rex Organization was formed and 
fist paraded in 1872.   
 
On Tuesday, February 22, 1898, two such movie producers would capture 
the entire Rex Parade, as well as other Mardi Gras activities, on film:  
American Mutoscope and Biograph Company and William ñPopò Rock on 
behalf of Edisonôs Vitascope. 
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American Mutoscope and Biograph Company  
 
American Mutoscope and Biograph Company (ñBiographò) was formed in 

1895 by Americans Herman Casler, Harry Marvin and Elias Koopman and 
Englishman William Kennedy -Laurie Dickson.  Biograph sent cameraman F. 
S. Armitage with a film crew to New Orleans in February 1898.  Armitage 
was one of the most famous early camera -men, producing over 400 films.  
He had special interest in the war and documented numerous films about 
the U.S. fleet ships.  
 
It was a standing tradition for the U.S. Navy to send ships each year to 
dock at New Orleans during Mardi Gras.  This was to promote good will 
between the Navy and the public. The previous year, 1897, the battleship 
U.S.S. Texas  and the U.S.S. Maine  made their appearance  in New Orleans 

(the vessel that was sunk in 1898 that sparked the outcry ñRemember the 
Maineò).  
 
There were two other Naval ships in New Orleans at the time: the U.S.S. 
Detroit  and the U.S.S. Dupont .  This information is based on a letter 
written by Fred M. Lyon who was serving on the U.S.S. Detroit .  On 
February 27, 1898, Fred wrote to his mother:  
 
We went to the ñMardi Grasò but as soon as the news came about the 
ñMaineò disaster, I was hustled aboard of the torpedo boat ñDupontò 

at 3:30 a.m. bound for Havana where we arrived in 20 hours. Three 
of us donned diving suits and went to recover bodiesé 

 

The summary released by Biograph for its film Mardi Gras Carnival Part 
I states:  
 

This magnificent pageant is every year the mecca of tourists from all 
over the world. Our picture shows the following floats in the parade of 
1898:  
  
No. 1, Corn; No. 2, Cherries; No. 3, Coffee; No. 4, Tea.       

 
Mardi Gras Carnival Part II  offers:  
 

A continuation of the previous picture, showing following floats: No. 1, 

Boeuf Gras; No. 2, King of the Carnival; No. 3, Rex.  
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The following frames of the Rex Parade were taken from the American 

Mutoscope Catalog.  These are the only images known to exist of this film:  


